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MALE SEX BEHAVIOR AT A SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
L. R. FLOERCHINGER
University of Arkansas
Sixty-six males were selected for this survey. They were selected among per-
sons known to the investigator in roughly proportional relationship to the total
male population of a small southern university (henceforth referred to as X Uni-
versity), with regard to religion and academic class. The subjects were approach-
ed individually. The importance of the survey was explained to them; they were
given an anonymous questionnaire and an envelope addressed to the author. Of the
66 questionnaires distributed, 56. were returned.
The survey indicated that 42 (75%) of the 56 subjects had experienced sexual
intercourse. This proportion is higher than that found by Kinsey in a comparable
group. 1
Table I
Age of student at time of first intercourse
Age Number of Males
Under 15 6
15-16 17
17-18 13
19-20 5
21-22 1
Total 42
Over 71 per cent of the non-virgins had their first intercourse between the
ages of 15 and 18. These would be the years when a boy is in high school or the
first year of college. Only one of the 42 non- virgins first had intercourse over
the age of 20.
The age of the girl with whom the boy first had intercourse is shown inTable
Table 2
Age of girl with whom student had first intercourse
Age niGirl Number of Males
Under 15 7
15-16 15
17-18 9
19-20 4
21-22 4
Over 22 3
Total 42
The age of the girls seem to be a little older than that of the boys. (See Table
1) This can be explained by the fact that some boys' first intercourse occurred
with prostitutes, who were in every case older than the boys.
The subjects were asked to compare their socio-economic class with that of
the girl with whom they first had intercourse. (See Table 3) Only three of the
subjects listed the girl with whom they first had intercourse as being from a
higher socio-economic group. Itis quite evident that there was exploitation of
lower socio-economic class girls. This phenomenon observed by many sociologists
has again been verified. Itis understandable that some of the subjects did not
know the socio-economic class from which the girl came, when we take into con-
sideration that the first intercourse of some subjects was with prostitutes.
The author believed that, had these girls' socio-economic background been known,
Kinsey, Pomeroy, and Martin, Sexual Behavior in the Human Male (Philadelphia and London: W.B
Saunders Company, 1948), p. 400.
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the percentage of lower class girls would have been even higher. The subjects'
social relationship with the girl at the time of the first intercourse was in-
vestigated, and all categories in Table 4 were about equally represented.
Table 3
Socio-economic Class of the boy in comparison with the socio-economic
class of the girl with whom he first had intercourse
Socio-economic Class Number of males
Boy's father higher
Girl's father higher
Same
24
3
7
Don' t know 8
42Total
Table 1
Boy's social relationship with the girl at the time of first intercourse.
Social Relationship
Going steady
Dating quite often
Dating occasionally
First date
Prostitute
Pick-up
No answer
Number of males
B
6
6
5
8
8
1
Total 42
The subjects were asked if they had had intercourse more than once with
this first girl. Eighteen (43 per cent) answered yes. Twenty- four (57 per cent)
answered no. Not one of the boys who first had intercourse with a prostitute,
had intercourse with her again. Only 25 per cent of the boys who first had inter-
course with a pick-up had relations with her more than once.
The males were asked whether they thought the girl was a virgin. The ma-jority of the boys (74 per cent) had their first intercourse with girls reported
to have had previous sexual experiences. The author questions whether the boy
took the entire initiative in these situations.
The question was asked whether methods were used to prevent pregnancy at
the time of the boy's first intercourse. Twenty- five (60 per cent) answered yes
and seventeen (40 per cent) answered no. However, many of the boys whose first
intercourse was with a prostitute answered no. The author believes that they may
have failed to realize it if the prostitute was taking means to prevent preg-
nancy. The boys who first had intercourse with girls they were dating and took
no means to prevent pregnancy were usually of age sixteen or under. Perhaps at
this age they had no knowledge of how to prevent pregnancy.
The questionnaire asked whether the girl was under the influence of alcohol
at the time of the boy's first intercourse. Only one boy answered "yes" to this
question. This seems to expose as a fallacy that mainly girls who are drinking
will agree to have premarital intercourse.
The subjects were asked about the number of different girls with whom they
had had intercourse. Seven of every eight boys had had intercourse with more than
one girl. Four boys had had intercourse with more than ten girls. (See Table 5)
Over 78 per cent of the boys had had intercourse six or more times, with
the largest single group having had intercourse more than ten times. This seems
tobean indication that once a boy has had intercourse, he will continue to have
it. (See Table 6)
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Table 5
Number of different girls with whom subject had had intercourse
Number of different girls Number of males
5
4
7
10
2
9
4
1
42
One
Two
Three
Four
Five
Six to ten
Over ten
No answer
Total
Table 6
Number of times subject had had intercourse
Number of occurences Number of males
3
3
1
1
2
11
20
1
42
One
Two
Three
Four
Five
Six to ten
Over ten
No answer
Total
Some comparisons were made between the other characteristics of virgins and
non-virgins but these findings must be considered as merely suggestive because
of the size of the sample and the method by which it was selected.
Table 7
Religious preference as related to sexual experience
Virginal Status Protestant Catholic None Total
Virgin 10 4 0 14
Non-virgin 39 1 2 42_
Total 49 5 2 56~
Over 79 per cent of the Protestant males had had intercourse, while only
one of the five Catholic subjects was a non-virgin. However, the Catholic sample
is too small to draw adequate conclusions. (Table 8) No individual of the Jewish
faith was included in the survey because they constitute but one-half of one per
cent of the total male population enrolled at X University.
Contrary to the findings of other sociological studies, the socio-economic
class of the subject shows little relation to sex behavior. The reason for this
apparent lack of relationship may well be that nearly all the students are of
the middle or upper socio-economic classes. Itmay be noted in Table 8, however,
that all the subjects whose father was a professional worker, semi-professional
worker, farmer, or farm manager had had sexual intercourse.
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Table 8
Socio-economic class as related to sexual experience
Occupation Virgin Non-virgin Total
Professional and Semi- 0
professional workers
Farmers and farm managers 0
Proprietors, managers and 7 29
officials
Clerical, sales, and kindred 6 3
workers
Operatives and kindred 0
workers
Craftsmen, foremen, and 1 1
kindred workers
Total 14 42 56
Comparison of the subjects' home communities as to size was more revealing.(Table 9) Almost 43 per cent of the non-virgins were from areas under 1,000 pop-
ulation or from cities of over 50,000 population, while only one virgin was from
these same population areas. This can possibly be explained by the fact that in
towns under 1,000 population and in rural areas, there are few facilities for
commercial recreation. It is interesting to note that all boys except one from
this population area had their first intercourse with a girl with whom they were
dating rather than with a pick-up or a prostitute. In comparison, the most boys
from city areas over 50,000 in population had their first intercourse with pick-
ups or with prostitutes.
Table 9
Size of home coirmunity as related to sexual experience
Community size Virgin Non-virgin Total
Farm 0 44
Town population under 1,000 0 3 3
Town population 1,000-2,500 1 3 4
City population 2,500-10,000 7 10
City population 10,000-50,000 5 11 16
City population 50,000-100,00 1 9 10
City population over 100,000 0 2 2__
Total 14 42 56
The subjects were asked their opinion of the happiness of their parents'
marriage. (Table 10) The four boys who classified their parents as being unhap-
pily married or very unhappily married had all had intercourse. A home in which
disharmony is present seems to be a factor influencing the son's sexual life.
Also, only one of the subjects from such a home preferred to marry a virgin. The
others were completely indifferent.
The survey investigated whether or not having a sister influenced the boys'
sexual experience. Fifty- seven per cent of the virgins had sisters: 52 per cent
of the non-virgins had sisters also. No relationship appears to exist here. This
is contrary to the popular belief that many boys feel that since they have a
sister and since they wouldn't want her to be sexually abused, they wouldn't en-
gage in premarital sexual relations either. (Table 11)
There appears to exist a relationship between the age of the boy and his
sexual experiences. (Table 12) Of the virgins in the survey, 57 per cent were 18
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years of age or younger, while only 21 per cent of the non-virgins were 18 years
of age or younger. This implies that many of the younger boys of the sample will
have sexual intercourse during the next few years.
Table 10
Opinion of parents' marriage as related to students' sexual experience
Student' s opinion Virgin Non- virgin Total
Very happily married
Happily married
5
6
19 24
L3 19
Average 3
0
0
6 9
1
3
Unhappily married 1
Very unhappily married 3
Total 14 42 56.
Table II
Female siblings as related to student's sexual experience
Sexual experience Sister or sisters No sister Total
Virgin B 6 14
Non- virgin 22 20 42
Total 30 26 56
Table 12
Age as related to sexual experience
Years of age Virgin Non- virgin Total
17
-
18 9 17B
4
2
0
19
-
20 23 27
21 - 22 7
3
9
323-24
Total 14 42 56
Table 13
College classification as related to sexual experience
Class Virgin Non- virgin Total
Freshman
Sophomore
Junior
8
3
10 If!
12 IT.
1 If, L7
Senior 2 4 6
Total 14 42 56.
Since the boys' college classification is highly correlated with his age,
we find about the same result as above. (Table 13)
The survey studied the virgins' and the non-virgins' attitude toward marry-
ing a virgin. (Table 14) Quite a distinction was found here. Fifty-seven per cent
of the virgins definitely w anted to marry a virgin. In comparison, only 19 per
cent of the non-virgins definitely wanted to marry a virgin. One virgin subject
was indifferent, but not one of the virgins preferred to marry a non- virgin.
Over 35 per cent of the non- virgins were indifferent or preferred to marry a non-
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virgin. None of the subjects in the survey definitely wanted to marry a non-
virgin. The eight non-virgins who definitely wanted to marry a virgin seem to
indicate that our dual standard still is in existence.
Table It
Virgins' and non-virgins' attitude toward marrying a virgin
Attitude Virgin Non Virgin Total
Definitely yes 8 8 16
Preferably yes 5 19 24
Indifferent 1 12 13
Preferably no 0 3 3
Definitely no 0 0 0
Total 14 42 56
The subjects were questioned as to whether they thought prostitution should
or should not be abolished. (Table 15) Only a little over 28 per cent of the
virgins were against abolishing prostitution, while 65 per cent of the non- virgins
who had never had intercourse with a prostitute were against the abolition of
prostitution, and almost 64 per cent of those who had had relations with a pros-
titute were opposed to its abolition. Many of all three classed were indifferent.
Table 15
Attitude toward whether or not prostitution should be abolished as re-
lated to sexual experience
Sexual experience Yes No Indifferent No Total
answer
Virgins 3 4 6 1 14
Those not having had inter- 113 6 20
course with a prostitute but
having had intercourse
Those having had intercourse 2 14 6 22
with a prostitute
Total 6 31 18 1 56
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